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From Tamora Pierce, the first book in the Song of the Lioness Quartet, honored with the Margaret

A. Edwards Award.â€œFrom now on Iâ€™m Alan of Trebond, the younger twin. Iâ€™ll be a knight.â€•

And so young Alanna of Trebond begins the journey to knighthood. Alanna has always craved the

adventure and daring allowed only for boys; her twin brother, Thom, yearns to learn the art of magic.

So one day they decide to switch places: Disguised as a girl, Thom heads for the convent; Alanna,

pretending to be a boy, is on her way to the castle of King Roald to begin her training as a page. But

the road to knighthood is not an easy one. As Alanna masters the skills necessary for battle, she

must also learn to control her heart and to discern her enemies from her allies. Filled with swords

and sorcery, adventure and intrigue, good and evil, Alannaâ€™s first adventure beginsâ€”one that

will lead to the fulfillment of her dreams and make her a legend in the land.
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Review: These books are my comfort books. In fact, all of the Tamora Pierce books from the Tortall

series' are in that category. This is the first of Pierce's quartets ever published, starting with Alanna:



The First Adventure. They all have a very strong female protagonist, who takes her destiny head-on

and finds a way to train as a knight, even though such a thing is only for boys and men. She is a

lovable, and tough character, who is very full of honor, pride, and hard work/determination. She

goes through her moments of confusion, especially in times where she is out of control, but it never

stops her for long. It's just enough to add a dynamic and believable honesty to her character. In

addition to the typical high fantasy (medieval-style) world created for Alanna to fight in, the book

also includes her struggle to learn, control, and use magic - the Gift - a talent that is somewhat

common, though it manifests itself in different ways with each person. It is a story of adventure and

magic that I just keep coming back to.Recommendation: This should probably mainly be read by

kids/young adults. While I have known people who read them only when they were older, they

generally only ever liked the books, not loved them. As I re-read them now, I do notice the lack of

development in the writing style and story lines - but I still love them, because I have loved them for

a long time. They are generally appropriate for middle school students. --Note that I say "middle

school", because there is some confusion about menstrual cycles and sex. Nothing is very explicit,

and all of it is done in a very naive sort of way, since Alanna doesn't understand much about

womanly things.
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